
AP World History  
Summer Assignment 2018 

Miss Loete 
 

Welcome to AP World History (also referred to as WHAP). This course is an exciting journey through history, 
beginning at 600 BCE and continuing to the present. This course is a challenging course that will ask you think 
read and think critically as well as analyze sources and create your own understanding of history. We are 
excited that you are here and hope you enjoy the course as much as we do!  
 
Please join the google classroom group to turn in your assignments this summer!  
 
Classroom code: 95pyn5q 
 
Summer Assignment: Purpose 
 
For many of you, this will be the first AP history course, or first AP course entirely. This course requires a great 
deal of skill work as well as content knowledge in history. The purpose of this summer assignment is to get you 
prepared for both. If you have a good handle on the historical thinking skills necessary for the course before 
you come in, you will be ahead of the game and will be well prepared for success.  
 
Part 1: Introduction Letter: Due July 1st 
 
For this assignment, I would like you to write me a letter giving me an introduction to who you are. By giving 
me a good understanding of your personality and what your educational background is, it will give me a better 
idea of what to expect from you during the school year. Please include the following information in your letter.  
 
Draft a letter using the following rules:  

a. Write in complete sentences! Make sure that you use spell check and that you treat this communication 
like you would if you were talking to a college professor or boss.  

b. Submit the letter using the google classroom course that has been established for the course.  
c. Write your paper like a formal letter with proper salutations (Dear Miss Loete, etc.) and formal closings 

(Sincerely, etc.)  
d. Introduce yourself with at least the following information:  

a. What are your hobbies, interests, activities, etc.  
b. Do you have a job? Where do you work? Do you enjoy your job or do you wish you could do 

something else?  
c. Tell me about your family. What do your parents do? What are your siblings like? Etc.  
d. What was the last book that you read for fun?  
e. Are you taking any other AP courses?  
f. What are your extra-curricular activities?  
g. What courses did you take last year? Were any of your courses honors or AP? 
h. Any additional information you would like to share. 

 
 
 
 



Part 2: Historical Thinking Skills Readings: Check the due date for each assignment 
 
There will be three parts to the summer reading. All of these readings will hope to assist you in preparing for 
the skills you will need to be successful in the course. Please read the directions carefully for each reading.  
 
Working with Evidence- Due Aug. 8th 
For this assignment, you will read the excerpt on how to read primary written sources and visuals. You will then 
use the questioning strategies to read and annotate one written and one visual source. You may use the 
attached examples to help you get started.  
 
AP Historical Thinking Skills Primer- Due Aug. 10th 
For this reading, you will critically read and annotate this chapter. These skills will be critical for your success in 
this course. Please take your time and take notes over the material. You will have a reading quiz over this 
material within the first few days of class.  
 
Prologue: From Cosmic History to Human History- Due Aug. 14th 
This reading is more of the historical content that you are used to. You will need to critically read and annotate 
the chapter and answer the questions at the end. Do not just skip around the reading until you find the 
answers. This will not help you. These questions are “big picture” questions that will require you to think and 
apply history to your life. The answers should be in depth and provide a level of analysis appropriate to a 
college level course.  
 
 
Part 3: Map Assignment  
 
This assignment is not mandatory, but you will need to know where each of these regions are located and be 
able to name them accordingly. Again, reviewing this material now will only serve to help you better understand 
the content of the course and prepare you for the rigors ahead.  
 
 
Things to consider this summer… 
 
I am very excited for you to be here joining me on this WHAP journey. We are the first groups of students and 
teachers that will be taking this course in the EVSC and we will set the tone for the future. I have very high 
expectations for you!  
 
This course will be unlike any high school course you have ever taken. It will be challenging and will require to 
read outside of class and think critically every single day. You will have to participate in class and you be asked 
to have a mature attitude and work ethic. You will have to pull your weight and do what is expected of you to 
be successful. This will not be a cake walk! It will be a very difficult course. If you earn an A or B in this course, 
that means you are prepared for success on the exam. I want each of you to gain a deeper understanding of 
world history and, hopefully, earn college credit while doing so.  
 
Welcome to the WHAP journey!  
 
Miss Loete 


